Leeds Unipol Code

Press Release

Leeds Landlord Removed from Code

Mr Simon Lewis, who owns a number of properties in Headingley, has been removed from membership of the Unipol Code following several complaints being up-held against him. Both complaints related to an alleged failure to protect deposits with one of the approved deposit protection scheme, allegations that were up-held by the Complaints Tribunal.

Two former tenants of Mr Lewis complained that he had not provided them with any evidence that their deposits had been protected and one alleged that they had not had their deposit returned within the 28 days allowed for in the Code. Mr Lewis was unable to provide any evidence that he had made use of a deposit protection scheme and failed to respond to the allegations relating to the non return of the deposit.

The Complaints Tribunal therefore felt that it had no other course than to up-hold the complaints and recommend that his membership be terminated. Dr Andrew Brooks, Chair of the Complaints Tribunal said “ It is simply not acceptable for landlords to flout their legal obligations in respect of protecting deposits. Students have every right to believe that their deposits will be protected and by failing to do so Mr Lewis has let down not only the students concerned but other landlords too, as such actions risk all landlords being given a ‘bad’ name”.
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