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Do your new tenants have a Right to Rent?
The new legislation on the Right to Rent has
now been implemented which means that
as a landlord letting to students you will
need to carry out a series of checks on future
tenants. Here is a list of those checks from
the Home Office.
A range of documents can be used for these
checks. As with all new legislation there
is likely to be some further refinements to
the process over time as the Government
continues to work closely with housing
and homelessness charities to design a
document list which can accommodate
different individual scenarios, including
where people do not have traditional identity
documents such as a passport.
The scheme applies to private landlords
with property in England, including people
who are subletting their property or taking
in lodgers. Alternatively an agent can be
appointed by a landlord to make Right to
Rent checks but this should be in writing
as part of the management agreement as
ultimately the landlord will be responsible
where they cannot prove that such an
arrangement was in place.
Checks must be carried out on all adult
occupants – the rules apply to new tenancy
agreements from 1 February 2016. Existing
tenancy agreements are not affected.
If a person cannot show any of the
acceptable documents listed but states they
have an outstanding immigration case with
the Home Office, a landlord can request that
the Home Office carry out a right to rent
check by completing an immigration check
online form. The landlord will receive a clear
‘yes’ or ‘no’ response within two working
days.
Anyone who does not have internet access
or requires assistance in completing the form

EMAIL: info@unipol.bradford.ac.uk

may call the Landlords Helpline on 0300 069
9799.
As a Unipol registered landlord you can
access a range of training materials on the
Right to Rent legislation including slides
from our recent training event run by Hatch
Legal in March 2016.
To access this information please login to
your landlord dashboard through the website
and select ‘Market Information and Products’
The Menu on the right hand side lists a
number of helpful articles including the
Hatch Legal session.

TEL: 01274 235899

NEWS ON
DEPOSIT
PROTECTION
From 1 April the three scheme providers
of deposit protection - Mydeposits,
TDS and DPS will all be offering both
insurance AND custodial schemes. As
the protection of deposits is subject to
strict legislation many of the differences
between the schemes will be found
around service delivery, the ease of
protection and the flexibility of changes
mid-protection.
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Sector news on Student Recruitment
(National and Local)
record 1.9 million offers
Increase of 5% in applicants placed through
Clearing taking total to record 64,000
In Bradford (Sources: HESA and UCAS)
Although it is useful to compare the current
year with the previous year it is also
important to look at trends across a number
of years to get a better idea of the trajectory
a city and its institutions are taking. HESA
figures are particularly useful in this respect
and the latest figures 2014-2015 (always a
year behind UCAS figures) have just been
made available.
Applicants for the 2016/2017 cycle:
University and college applicant numbers
have risen by only 0.2% with 5,593,720
people applying. UK applicant numbers
(495,940) have decreased slightly (-0.3%), due
to fewer English applicants. There is a 2.2%
decline in the UK 18 year old population this
year, and while applicant numbers from this
age group have increased (+1%), growth is
smaller than in recent cycles. EU applicants
(excluding UK) increased by 6% compared to
the previous cycle, to 45,220.
Roundup of the 2015/2016 cycle:
A record 532,300 were placed in higher
education through UCAS in 2015, up by 3 per
cent on a like-for-like basis, as both applicants
and acceptance rates increase. The increase
in acceptances is a result of an increase
in applicants (2.7 per cent to 718,500) and
an increase in the acceptance rate (the

proportion of applicants who are placed by
the end of the cycle), by 0.9 percentage points
to 74.1 per cent. This is a larger increase in
the acceptance rate than last cycle and one of
the largest increases seen since 2006.
The figures below are as of the UCAS report
published in December 2015 unless otherwise
stated.
Key observations:
Acceptances from the EU increase by 11% to
29,300
Acceptances from outside the EU increase by
1.9% to 39,300
Acceptances from the UK increase to record
463,700 driven by 18 and 19 year olds
42% of English young people enter higher
education by age 19
Providers increase offer-making by 4.5% to a

Overall, the full-time HE student population
in Bradford was down last year on 2010-2011
by some 1,410 (-14%). This was in both UG
and PG enrollment, down 10% and 37%
respectively between 2010-2011 and 20142015 (latest figures available from HESA,
February 2016)
No figures are available for Bradford
College through HESA, but it is known that
it continues to struggle to resist significant
and sustained decline in HE numbers. It’s
acceptance figures through UCAS over the
last 5 years shows this decline with 905
students accepted in 2011-2016 and just 580
in 2015-2016, a 36% decline.
The University of Bradford continues to face
long-term decline in its student population
across all levels and domiciles.
For more information on the Bradford market
please contact Jason Crowley at j.crowley@
unipol.org.uk

House hunting in Bradford- key facts
House hunting for the next academic year
(2016 - 2017) commenced on Monday 8th
February 2016. Since the start of house hunting
on Monday 8th February, over 2,400 property
searches have been carried out. In addition
almost 4,200 adverts have been viewed and
there have been 1,293 visits (sessions) of which
917 were unique.
Over 46% of visits to the website are now
made via a handheld device. Most searches
so far have been for properties close to the
University, in Great Horton or the city centre.

Activity is likely to pick up in May as students look to secure their accommodation
before the summer break.

Tips on improving adverts
If you get a viewing you are more than
halfway to a successful let.
The Unipol website has a number of features
that allow you to create adverts that are
appealing to students Here are some of our
top tips:
• Good quality photos are essential and
you can upload as many as you wish.
Landscape photos are best, remove all
clutter from view and ensure the area
to be photographed is clean. Open the
curtains and turn on the lights to improve
the shot. Want us to come and take

some pictures of the inside of your
property? Call us to arrange this FREE
service.
• Pick your best shots for your adverts
• Include a floor plan. This really lets
students get a good idea of the property,
especially if they can’t view in person.
• Use the extra information space available
to sell your property - include key
features, information about the area,
proximity to the university and college,
any information that may sell the property
to prospective tenants.

Unipol carried out a Student Forum survey at the beginning of March with University of Bradford and Bradford
College students. The result below will give you a quick snapshot of student opinion about house hunting.
• 51% of students have not begun to house
hunt
• Of the students who have begun to search
for accommodation, 34% began their search
in February
• 65% of students have used the Unipol
website to look for accommodation and
13% of students will use the Unipol website
to look for accommodation when they begin
their search.
• 56% of students are only looking for
accommodation close to the university,

IS YOUR
LANDlord
Profile UP TO
DATE?
We have seen a very high number
of students accessing landlord
profiles this year to arrange
viewings. So you really do need
to keep your Landlord Profile as
up-to-date as possible. If you
need any help with this please get
in touch with Jason who will be
happy to help.
J.Crowley@unipol.org.uk

• 22% are looking for accommodation in
the city centre and 5% near the School of
Management
• 83% of students though that all-inclusive
energy was quite important, very important
or essential
• 98% of students found the Unipol website
easy to use
• 70% recognised the Unipol Code logo
• When asked how did you hear about Unipol:
63% of students said from University, 12%
from Student Unions and 8% found out
about us from friends

Unipol events at University of
Bradford and College and Bradford
College
Over the next few months, Unipol will be holding events at both
institutions in Bradford to promote house hunting and using
Unipol to search for accommodation. Unipol will regularly visit
the School of Management to help those students off campus
with property search information and advice. In addition, pop-up
housing advice and search sessions will take place at Bradford
College, in partnership with Bradford College Students’ Union.
Unipol have also been working closely with the University of
Bradford to improve help and advice given to international
students. Information events have been held and all students
are sent the link to the house hunting guide that Unipol produce
annually.
More events will be planned over the coming months so for
more information, please contact us.

Unipol Code Review
The Unipol Code is revised every
three years and the current Unipol
Code period ends in 2016. A
review of the Code will begin soon
and all landlords will be invited
to participate in the review period
with the new Code expected to
launch in August 2016. If you have
any thoughts or comments, please
email
bradfordcode@unipol.org.uk

Students at Doris
Birstall
Unipol work’s closely with
Bradford College and helps find
accommodation for many of their
short term course students.

The Unipol Code in numbers...
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3,595
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UNDER THE NATIONAL CODE

BEDSPACES ARE
COVERED BY THE
CODE
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INSPECTIONS
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FULLY ACCREDITED
LANDLORDS AND
AGENTS IN BRADFORD

415
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ARE

NEWS

10
9

COMPLIED ON
THE 1st VISIT
NEEDED TO SUPPLY
ADDITIONAL CERTIFICATION

Webchat
You can now contact us through
our new webchat facility.
Currently running during office
hours if you have a query just
look for the prompt and we’ll be
happy to help

(ONLY 1 COMPLAINT RECEIVED)

Join the Code
and advertise
in the summer
edition of
the Housing
magazine

Data Protection
and Unipol

If your property is still available
why not consider advertising in the
Housing magazine?
The summer edition will be distributed
at the beginning of May in Bradford
to target the busy lettings period in
May, June and July. This edition will
be available over the summer until late
September so you will be marketing your

property to postgraduates, returning and
international students.
For more information about advertising in
the Leeds tabloid please contact Jason
Crowley on 01274 235899 or j.crowley@
unipol.leeds.ac.uk.

As many of you know Unipol
has worked in partnership with
TDS to offer landlords a route to
deposit protection that benefits
from reduced costs for our
accredited landlords. We are
currently reviewing the scheme
and are looking to change and
simplify the process whilst still
offering a really competitive
price. More information will be
available later in the year.
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