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UNIPOL IS A NON-PROFIT 
ORGANISATION HELPING THE 
STUDENTS OF LEEDS TO FIND  

THE BEST HOME FOR THEM  
WHILE STUDYING

WWW.UNIPOL.ORG.UK

Working closely with the Universities and Students’ Unions in 

Leeds, Unipol offers impartial advice, empowering you to make 

informed choices. 

Not only do we help you find the perfect house, but we can also 

help to support you with anything student accommodation 

related throughout your time at university. 

This booklet can guide you through your House Hunting 

journey from start to finish. 

Leeds’ largest list of student only properties becomes available 

on our website from 19th November 2022. 
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HOME OF  
STUDENT HOUSING

3,416 38% £35O

84%

88% £336

How many Code 

properties:

Properties with 

bills included: 

Average  

deposit studio: 

per person

per person
Properties with 

washing machine 

included: 

Landlords asking 

for a guarantor:  

Average deposit 

shared property:  

Average rent for  

a shared house:  

£111 
excl bills  £93 

YOU CAN VISIT US 
in person by popping into the Housing Hub which 

is on Woodhouse Lane between University of Leeds 

and Leeds Beckett University.

1

IF YOU ARE NOT ABLE 
TO VISIT US IN PERSON 

all our services are accessible via: 

* Live Webchat  * Phone  * Social Media  * Email 

you can find these at the bottom of our website.

4

SEARCH 
thousands of student properties at www.unipol.org.uk 

from 19th November 2022.

3

WE ARE AN  
INCLUSIVE ORGANISATION 

who provides a range of accommodation for different needs. 

You can find out more about Unipol Housing on page 14.

5

OPENING TIMES  
Our Hub is open Monday to Friday 9am to 4:45pm.

Our hours are extended throughout busy periods to ensure the 

best service possible, and these will be updated on our website.

6

WE CAN OFFER 
a wealth of advice, WIFI, and search facilities 

- all free to use. 

2

Figures are based on 2022/23 academic year rental rates, expect approximately a 

10% rise for 2023/24 because of inflation and rising energy prices in 2023/24
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THINGS TO CONSIDER  
BEFORE YOU START YOUR  
HOUSE HUNTING JOURNEY

STEP BY STEP GUIDE TO FINDING  
THE RIGHT STUDENT HOME

Search on the  
Unipol website

Pick a Unipol  
Code Landlord

Be confident  
on viewings

Get your 
contract checked:

Rate your 
landlord

What area would  
you like to live in?

Who are you  
living with?

Do you have  
a guarantor?

1 in 4 students in Leeds* change, or want 

to change the group they initially sign up 

with. Don’t rush to rent with a group you’re 

not certain you’re happy living with.

If you are looking in a group, make sure 

you can agree on what you are looking for 

before you start.

If you haven’t found a group yet but would 

like to, you can use the Unipol Student 

Noticeboard or join one of our Flat Mate 

Finding events. Find out more on page 16. 

Decide which area is best for you.  

Think about distance from the Uni, nearest 

shop, gym etc. Find out more on page 10. 

Some landlords will ask for a guarantor. If 

you don’t have one you can speak to Unipol 

or your Students’ Union for advice.  

More information can be found on page 23.

From the 19th November 2022 you will be 

able search 1000s of student properties on the 

Unipol website. 

You can filter the results depending on what 

you are looking for. Find out more information 

on page 18.

What is your budget?

What is the 
Unipol Code?

Make sure you have looked at your finances 

and know what your budget is. If you go for a 

non-inclusive option, make sure you budget 

for bills on top of your rent.  

On average this should be £22 - £35 per week.

Get clued up on the benefits of renting 

from a Unipol Code landlord. Find out 

more on page 8. 

Renting with a Code landlord provides 

you with an extra safety blanket if 

anything goes wrong. Just look out for 

the green thumbs up!

You can find out more about the benefits 

of renting with a Code Landlord on the 

next page. 

Compare different properties with different landlords. 

Make sure you take a list of questions to viewings.

Landlords shouldn’t be pushy on viewings.  

Remember you are the paying customer.  

If you don’t feel comfortable, don’t be  

pressured into signing. 

Take a virtual tour of properties on  

the Unipol website. 
Check out www.rateyourlandlord.org.uk 

to find out what previous tenants think 

about your potential landlord or property. 

by your Students’ Union before signing.

Once you’ve signed there is no backing 

out, so understand the commitment. 

1

2

3

4

5

*  Based on results from a study of 800 students in 

Leeds in 2022.
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THE UNIPOL CODE:  
A STAMP OF APPROVAL  

FOR LANDLORDS WHO MEET 
HIGHER STANDARDS. 

Code landlords go the extra mile to offer a great service:

Repairs

Tip

Safety

If things go wrong

customer service.

are carried out quickly to agreed timescales.

When searching for a property on the Unipol 

website, look out for the blue or green pin. 

Alternatively, adverts from Code landlords will 

display the green or blue thumbs up.

You can check if a specific property is 

covered by the Unipol Code by using the 

handy tool on our website.  

Visit www.unipol.org.uk/codesearch

Not all Code memberships are the same.  

For details on the different membership types 

visit www.unipol.org.uk/codeworks

If you are renting from a Let only agent, ask if that 

particular property is accredited by the Unipol Code. 

(Let only agents do not own or manage the 

properties, they only advertise the properties and 

perform viewings on behalf of the landlord).

measures are in place to ensure 

the house is protected from fire 

hazards and burglary. 

Unipol can step in and help to 

resolve issues with Code landlords.

If your landlord is not a member 

of the Code, unfortunately Unipol 

cannot intervene but will be able to 

signpost you for support.

Landlords will be reliable and offer better 
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